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hands acrossliis breast; -
‘Az token that-toils-ehquld.ces¥e, -
And bis pallid face had adook of rest . -
‘.l'ig:_tmrtld them with its peace.
i L R s et

~ 80 weary had been the stress and strife,
- Sochafing the trials. past!
ety amey vl =
Ser fad Sokihe beart to igual him” -

“m evea & touch or tone,
-out-to the-ses, unknown and dim, -
- They watched a3 he wentalove. “~. -
Thiey kuew that the pilot who held the. belm
~ Would guide to the furtherest.verge,
Hoeaullen a wave 16 rubeges- oo
A 90, 8 they sal With husbing breath,
7 100 burdened, too awed to spesk,
“Thare burst-on.the silent.coom of death

4 child, with s fashiog cheek.. - -

‘AT, seel > shie‘said, “it is sweet and bright,
~And brimmed to-the edge with dew.
‘burried to.open its leaves last night
>be:ready in time for you.”
new- darliog, what she did,
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‘Nor'what was the mystic meaning hid
 that delicste cup of gold;
orover the greening April laod
Hiad broken the Baster hour,
she-Bower:she.laid in-the dying hand
as'a'Resurrection Flower.: -~~~ —
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{ IMPERIAL PARDON.

dog . journey- through some
ssia & few years ago, Wwe
ed, in preference to-the impe-
-chaise, a‘ptivate conveyaunce
considerable distance, the driver
being a Jew—generally preferred in
the Kast. on- accoant of their sobriety
and general trustworthiness. * On the
rosd°my companion became commu-
J&nieii}}fe;'a‘iitiéptéredjhto philosophic-
religious discussion—a topic . of fre-
quent  occurrence ~among these
bilingual populations. After a some-
rhat:desuitory harsngng, be sedden!
focanc-allcat sud sad Faving Just
uttered the* words 7 “If* a Chassid

1!’”?'“’!’, ‘what does” he * become ?
A mescbumed, 4. e. an - apostate.’—
“To what~class-of people.zdo you al-
lnde?” 1 inapired.” Well, it just
M mr'm canse we have to
passithe house of one of thom—1I mean
-the - “orced ones.’’—‘Forced!” I
tﬁou&t of a: religious . seci. «‘Are
they: Christiens:‘or “Jews 2’—Neither
the-one-nor the-other,” was the reply,

§ misery ‘and a - great crime!
g.children st vill not know
Bing-of 16 be < mew: [ victims.
these’parties vests a - curse—they re-
maii stetile tBut what am I saying?

2" blessing—a mercy !
thus a'terrible misery be per-
ted 2 These forced people are
chifdless. Well, God:-knows. -best.
I am a fook:a-sinner to: speak about
it.2..No Qntrg_uty- of mine would

“infotmation - concerning “this
0{' nliar pé pl‘eﬁ_}B::gbefom ‘the end
of qur joarney l.heard -upexpectedly
~ more-sbout this unfortunate - class of
— Russian"“subjects. We travelled
- westward thosugh the “valley of the
~ Doiester, = district but thinly peopled,
— and fested at a0 inn onthe’borders of
- an extensive forest. . . .. . -
,A‘.mdst’t.sn'e raillery going on in the
“principal room of this hostelry ° be-
“~tween-guests of different nationalities,
“we had pot heard the noise of wheels
_which_slowly ‘moved towards "the
-bouse.” It was a.very poor convey-
-ancej: containing-'a swall cask and
- a basket. The young hostess arose

hastily, and approaching the owner, |

~said in 3, whisper, ‘What is it you
_ want 2 A slight paleness.overspread
~ héftountendnce, ‘and “stranger still
Wb e deicingE ‘of ‘my coachman.
“¢Sir, sir I’ he exclaimed loudly, tarn-
_ing towards me, siretching out his
“Hands as'if seeking support, or ward-
-ing: off - some ‘impending danger.
“Waatis the matter? I. rejoined,
gpetly : surprised;- but- he merely
- BlI0f -his‘head, and stared at the new"
'comer;--- o : £
~ He was an elderly peasant, attired
~daAtratial-garb of the country-peo-
{Te ; only at 2 more close inspection
[ noticed that be wore a fine white
- shizt. - Of his face I could see but lit-
~ tle; it being hidden behind the broad
~ brim of his straw hat.
- *Hostess,” he said addressing the
~young. ‘woman, ‘will . yon. purchase
sometbing of me ? I have some oid
‘brandy,wooden’ spoons .and plates,
_-pepper-boxes, needle-cases, &c:, all
made of good bard wood, sud very
- cheap.’ 2 In €n . almost ‘supplicating
- tone be ' nitered -these words very
slowly, with dowocast eyes. From
his pronunciation-he appeared to be
The hostess looked shyly up to him.
—“You know my - brother-in-law has
forbidden me to have dealings with
you,” she said hesitatingly, ‘on ac-
count of yous wife ; but to-day he is
not at- home*Z"Afier a momentary
silence;‘tarning towards the - driver,
#lie-continued, " *Reb™ Russian, will
oubetrdy me 2 * You come frequent-
this way.” -In reply he merely
god his sboulders and - moved
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50 | 'a few copeks paid. Curiosity prompt-

.. | nance.wés upique infits kind, reveal-

-1 ly the beart ofthe bebolder—a weary,

118u3.7 -

| also became. -silent, convinced that

- head seriously and sorrowfully.

When he had gone to fetch these arti-
cles, the woman once more accosted
my coachman.

“You must not blame me ; they are
very poor peoplél” =" <l - =
. ‘Certainly they are very poor’—he
replied ‘in a” ‘milder tone. ‘During
life, hunger and misery, and after
death—hell:l ~and--all.- undeserved’
But the man‘-stood - “already; st this
utterance, with his basket in the room.
The bargain was soon concluded, and

ed‘me to step forward <and ‘examine:
the merchandise. TR

1 have also cigar-cases,’ - said: the
peasaut, humbly raising hishat But
his face was far mbré:interssting than.
his wares. You rarely seeisich fea-
tares! However great the misery on
earth, this pale, pain-stricken -counte-

ing yet traces of sullen defiance, and
the glance of his eyes moved instant-

almost fixed gaze, and yet full of pas-.
sionate mourning. SemEe

~You.are a.Pole I’ I observed after
a pause. :

“Yes,’ he replied. e

¢And do you livein this neighbor-
hood? . .

At the inn eight werst from here.
I am the keeper.’ _

«And besides wood-carver ¥’

‘We must do the best we can,” was
his reply.- *We have bat rarely any
guests at our house.’ :

‘Does your hostelry lie outside the

main road ?’ — ‘

No, cloee to the ‘high road, sir.
It was at one time the best inn be-
tween the Bug and the Dniester.
But now carriers do not like to stay
at_our house.’ =
* “And why mot?”

- ‘Because they consider it a sin—
especially the Jews.” Suddenly,
with seeming uneasiness and haste,
he asked, ‘Will you purchase ~any-
thing? This box, perhaps. Upon
the lid is engraved a-fine country-
Fouse.” . . .

- Attracted by. the delicate. execu-’
tion, I inquired, ‘Aud is this your
own workmanship 77

“Yes,” was his teply.

“You are aa artist! And pray
where did you learn wood-engrav-
ing?’ R : =

*At Kamieniec-Poddski.’

‘At the fortress 2’ .

‘Yes, during -the insurrection of

‘Were you among the insurgeants ?”
“No, but the authorities feared I
mightjoin them—hence I and the oth-
er furced ones were incarcerated in
the fortress when the insurrection
broke out, and again_set free when
it was suppressed.” .°> :
“Without any cause?” -~ = °
«Without the slightest. I was al-
ready at that time a crushed man.
When yet a youth the marrow of my
bones had been poisoned in the mines
of Siberia. - Daring the whole time of
my, settlement, I have been'since 1858
keeper of tliat inn ;°1 gave the avthori-
ties no: cause for suspicion, but I was
a ‘forced man,’ and that sufficed for
pouncing upon me.’ ==
‘Forced ! what does 1t mean 7’
‘Well, a person_forced to accept,
wﬁ‘éﬁ toothers free“choice zis left—
T o XD o ife'jandre‘

‘Q.‘eniﬁle.l’l exclaimed. - ‘Afid you
submitted?’=:
aronnd higthindips, = =i :

‘Are'you o  much-moved at my
fate? We generally bearvery easily
the most seyel:e.._,pain,s,__ endured by

shitile_ siniss played

i

others.”

*Thati8* a “saying “of Laroclefou-
cauid,” [ said, somewhat surprised.
‘Have yoa read him ?’.

‘] was at one time very fond of
French Jiteratare.” But pardon my
acrimony... 1 am but little accustom-
ed to sympathy, and: indeed of what
avail would'it be to me now!” He
stared painfully at the ground, and I

cial-expression -of - sympa-
thy wouldsmnder:the” circamstances,
be dowpright_mockery.

32X paivful-pause ensued, ‘whichl
broke with:the’ question, 7 if* ‘he < had
worked the.engraving upon the lid of
the box after a pattern.

‘No, from memory,” was his re-
joinder. =

‘It is a peculiar kind of architect-
ure !’ =

It is like all gentlemen’s houses in
Littauen ; only the old tree is very
striking. It was a very old house.’

‘Has been-?” Does it exist no long-
er?

‘It was burnt down seven years
ago by the Russians, after they had
first ransacked it. They evidently were
not aware tbat they destroyed their
own property. It had been confisca-
ted years before, and had been Crown
property siuce 1848.°

the building so, firmly -engraved on
‘your-memory 7" e
“Of course !.it was my birth-place,
which I had'rarely left until I was
eighteen years old. Such things are
not easily forgotten. And although
more than twenly years- have passed
since this sad affair, bardly a day
passed on which [ did not think of my
paternal kome. I was aware of the
death of my mother, and that my
cousin was worse than dcad—perbaps
1 ought to bave rejoiced when the old
mansion was burnt to the ground;
but yet I could not suppress a tear
when the news -reached me. There
is hardly “anything on ecarth which
can now move me.” I record literally
what the unfortunate man related.
My Jewish coachman, not easily im-
pressed, had-during the conversition
crept gradually uvearer, and shvok his

‘Excuse me, Pani Walerian,” he
interrupted : upon my honour, yours
is a sad storv!” He launched oui
into practical politics, and concluded
thus: .. ..,

‘A Pole-is not as Clever as. I am.
If he (the Pole) was the equal of the
Russian, well and good, fight it out;
but the Russian is a hundred times
stronger ; therefore, .Pani Walerian,
why irritate him, why confront him ?’

1 could not help laughing at these
remarks : but the poor ‘forced one’
remained unmoved ; and only after

‘And have you yet the outlines of |
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towards me :

‘I have never even confronted - the
Russians. 1 merely received the
punishment of the eriminal, without
‘being one; ‘or: venturing my all in my
people’s cause. 1 was very young,
when:T was transported to Siberia—
little more than nineteen years old.
My father-had.died early. :I'managed
our small property, and a “cousin of
mine, a pretty girl, sixteen years old,
lived-at our house. Indeed, I bad no
thoughts of polities. It is true T
ware the national * costume, ‘perused

‘| out poets, especialiy “Mickiewicz and

Slowaski, and had on the wall of my
bedroom a portrait of Kosciuszko.
"Eor:such kind of high treason even
:the Russian Government wounld not
have crushed me in ordinary times—
 but.it was the; year 1848 ‘Nicolai
Pawlowitch’ had not sworn in vain
that if the whole of Europe was in
flames, no spark should arise in his
‘empire—and by streams of .bléod an”
tears, he achieved his object. Wherev-
er a young Polish noble lived who
-was snspected of revoiutionary- teud-
encies, repeated domicilliary searches
were made : aud ifouly asingle pro-
hibited book was found, the dread fiat
went forth, ‘To Siberia with him I’

‘In my own case it came like a
thunderbolt. I was already in- Sibe-
ris, and could noet yet realize my
nisery. Durirg the whole long jour-
pey I was more or less delirious. I
hoped for a speedy liberation, forI
was altogether innocent, and “at that
time,’ he continued with a bitter smile,
‘T yet believed in God. When all
hope became exstinct, I began mad-
Iy to rave, but finally settled down
utterly crushed and callous. It was a
fearful state—for weeks together, all
my past life seemed a complete blank,
at most I still remembered my name.
This, sir, is litterally true : Siberia is
a very_peculiar place.’

- ~The poor fellow bad sonk down
upon a bench, his hands rested pow-
erless in his lap. I never have seen
a face so utterly worn and pain-
stricken. Aftera while he'continued :

‘Ten years bad thus passed away ;
at least, I was told so--1 had long
ceased to count the days of my misery.
Fo; what purpose should I have done
50 -
~ T had.sunk so low that I felt no
pity even for my terrible condition.
One day I was brought before the
Inspector, together with some of my
companions. This official informed
uvs that we had: been pardoned on
condition of becoming colonists in
New Russia. The mercy of the Czar
would assign to each of us a place of
residence, a trade, and a lawful
wife, who would be also.a pardouned
convict. We must of course, in ad-
dition, be converted to the: orthodox
Greek Church. This Iatter stipula-
tion did butittle concern us. We
readily accepted the conditions, for
the people are glad of leaving Siberia,
no matier whither, even.to meet
death itself. And had we. not been
pardoned ? Alexander Nikolajewitch
ie a gracious lord. In Siberia the
mines are over-crowded, and in South
Ru-sia the eteppes are empty! Ob,
be is a philanthropist! decus et
deliciee’ generis humani! But per-
haps ] wronghim. _We entered upon
our long :journey, and -proceeded
slowly south-west. ~In "~ about eight
months we reached Mobhilew. Here
we were only -kept in easy covfine-
ment, and above all, brought under
the influence of the pope. . This -was
a rapid proceeding. One morning we

-were driven together into a large

room, about one hundred .men, and
an equal number of women. Present-
ly the priest entered ; a powerful and
dirty fellow, who appeared to have
invigorated himself for his holy work
with a considerable dose of gin, for
we could smell it at least - ten paces
off, and he  bad?’some difficulty in
keeping upon higlegs. . =
<You ragmuffins !’ he-stammered ;
‘you vermie of bumanity ! you are -to
become . Orthodox ~Christians ; but

‘surely I 'shall not take much  trouble

with you. - For what do you think I
get per head? ;Ten copeks, you ver-

‘roin ! ter copeks per head. Who will
‘be a missionary at sach pay 7 I cer-

tainly do it-to-day-for the last time!
Indeed, our good father Alexander
Nikolajewitch cgnsed one rouble to be
set in-the tariT; but that rascal, . the
director, pockets ninety copeks, and
leaves only ten for me. To-day, how-
ever, [ have undertaken your conver-
sion, because I am told - there are
mauy of youn. Now listen! you. are
now Catholics, Protestants, Jews!
That is sad mistake ; for every Jew
is a blood-sucker, every Protestant a
dog, and-every Catholic:a pig- Such
is theie-lot in life—but - after death?
carrion; my. good people, carrion !
And will Christ have mercy on them
at.the last day.? Verily no! IHe will
not dream of such a thiog ! And up-
til then? Hell fire ! - Therefore, good
people, why shounld you. suffer such
torments 7 Be converted ! Those
who agree to become Orthodox
Christians, keep silent; those who
demur, receive the knout and go back
to Siberia. Wherefore, my dear
brothers and sisters, 1.ask, will you
become Orthodox Christians 2’

‘We remained silent.

«“«Weli’, coutinued the priest,
‘now pay attenticn ! Those who are
already Christians peed only to lift
up the right havd, ‘and repeat after
me the creed. That will scon be
done. But with the damned Jews
one has always a special trouble—the
Jews I must first baptise. Jews,
step forward !—the other vermin cau
remain where tuey pow are.” In this
solemn manuer the ceremony was
brought to a conclusion.

«(On the day following,” M. Wale-

‘rian continued, ‘‘the second act was

performed : the selection of a trade.
This act was as spontaneous as our
religious conversion ; oaly, some in-
dividual regard became here indis-
pensable. Three young Govern-
ment officials were deputed to record
our wishes, and to comply with them
as far as the exigencies of the case
admitted. The official beforc whom
T appeared was very juvenile.
Though externally very polished, he
was in reality a irightfully ccarse and
cruel youth, without a spark of human

"7'“%3“';:3'8‘“ with I!:,me iu;:
tience-to’ the  peasant, she eai
B dish and two spoons.’

some silence, he observed, turning

feeling, so far ay we were concerned. |
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We afforded him no small amount of
merriment. This youth inquired care-
fully concerning our wishes, and in-
variably ordered the very opposite.
Among us was a noble lady from
Poland, of very ancient lineage, very
feeble and miserable, whose utter
helplessness might well inspire the
most callous heart with rcspect and
compassion. The lady was too old
to be farried to one of the ‘forced
ones,” and was therefore asked to
s:ate what kind of occupation she de-
sired. She entreated to be employed
in some school for danghters of mili-
tary officers, there being a demand for
such service ; but the young gentle-
man ordered her to go as laundress
to the barracks at Mobhilew! An
aged Jew had been sent to- Siberia
for having smuggled prohibited books
across the frontiers. He had been
the owner of a printing establishment,
and was well acquainted with the
business. ‘Could he not be employed
in one of the Tmperial printing offices ;
and if possible,” urged the aged mar,
‘be permitted to reside in a place
where a few or no Jews llved !’ He
had under- compulsion changed his
religion ; to which he was yet fre-
quently attached, and trembled at the
thonght that his former co-religion-
ists would none the less avoid himas
an apostate. The young official noted
down his request, and made him a
police agent at Miaskowka, a small
town in the government district of
Podolien, £lmost exclusively inhabit-
ed by Jews. Another, a former school-
master, in the last stages of consump-
tion, begged ou his krees to be per-
mitted to die quietly in some couuntry
village. ‘That is certainly a modest
request!” observed this worthless
youth ; aud sent him as a waiter (0
a hospital. Need I tell how I faved ?
Being misled, like the rest, by the
hypocritical air and seeming concern
of this rascal, I made known to him
my-desire to obtain the post of under-
steward at some remote Crown estate,
where I might have as little inter-
course as possible with my fellow-
men. And thus, sir, I became the
keepsr of the small inn on a much
frequented highway !”

The unfortunate man arose sudden-
Iy, and paced the room.in a state of
great excitement.

“But now comes the best of all,”’

he exclaimed, with a desperate effort
—<“the last act, the choice of a wife.”
Again an internal struggle overpow-
ered the unhappy narrator—a sudden
and heavy tear rolled down his care-
worn cheek, evidently caused by the
remembrance of this abominable
transaction. *‘It was a terrible ordeal,”
ke said. “Sir, sir,”” he continued
after a momentary pause, ‘‘since the
sun has risen in our horizon, he has
shone on many a cruel game which
the mighty of the earth have played
with the helpless, buta more abomi-
nable farce has ever been enacted
than the one I am now relating—the
manner in which we unfortunate peo-
ple were coupled together. In my
youth I read how Carrier at Nantes
murdered the Royalists; how he
caused the first best man to be tied
with a rope to a womaun, and carried
down the Loire in a boat. In the
middle of the river a trap-door was
suddenly opened, and the unfortunate
couple: disappeared in.:the waves.
But that monster was an angel com-
pared’with the officials of the ‘Czar;
apd these republican marriages were
a benevolent act in compasrison with
those we were forced to conclude.
At Nautes, the victims were tied to-
gether for a mutaal death ; we for our
mutual lives! On a subse-
quent morning we were once more
ushured into the room where our con-
version had taken place. There were
present abouf thiity men and an
equal number of [women. Together
with the latter entered the official
who had so ‘considerately ordéred our
lot as regards a livelihood.
v Ladies andgentlenien,’. he com-
menced with a nasal twang, ‘his
Majesty ‘has graciously:pardoned you,
aud desires to see you all bappy.
Now, the lonely mao is seldom a bap-
py man ; and hence youare.to-marry.
Every gentleman is free to select a
partner, provided oficourse the lady
accepts the -choicc. And in order
that none of you gentlernen may- be
placed T the invidious position of
having to select a partuer usworthy
of :lim; - supreme “-benevolence. has
ordered that an adequate number_ of
ladies, partly frcm penal settlements
and partly.from bouses of correction,
should be now offered you.. As his
Majesty’s solicitude " for your wel-
fare has already assigned you an
occupation, you may now follow wug-
hesitatingly the prouptings of your
own hearts in the choice of a ‘wife.
Ladies and geutlemen, yours is the
happy privilege to realize the dream
of a purely socialistic marriage.
Make, then, your sclection without
delay ; and as “‘all genuine love is in-
stantaneous, sndden as a lightning
flash, and soft as the breezes of
spring”’—to use the words of our
poet Lermontoff—I consider one hour
sufficient. Bear also in mind that
marriages ave vatificd in heaven, and
trust implicitly to your own heart. I
offer ycu before haud, ladies and gen-
tlemen, my cougratulations.’

«After this address, the young
rascal placed his watch ‘in {ront of
him on the table, sat down and grin-
.ned maliciously at our helpless con-
dition. Tle full measure of scorn

entircly realized, for we were in
truth a carious assembly! The most
extravagant imagination igould hardly
picture more glaring contrasts ! Side
by side with the bestial  Bessarabian
licrdsman, who in a fit of io-
toxication had slain the whole of
his family, stood the highly cultivated
professor from Wilna, whom the love
of his country and of freedom bad
consigned to the mines of Siberia;
the most desperate thief: and shop-
lifter from Moscow, and; the Polich
nobleman who at the height of his
misfortunes still regarded his honour
as the most precious treasure, the ex-
professor from Charkow, and the
Cossac-robber from the Don; the
forger-from Odessa, &c.. Onmy own
right hand stood a thiefand deserter
from Lipkany,

- et
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implied in this speech but few of us

Baschkire, who had been pardoned at
the foot of the gallows, though he
had once assisted in roasting alive a
Jewish family in a village inn. A
madley assorted medley of human
beings! And the women! The dis-
solute female gladly released from the
house of correction, because she still
more depraved her already degraded
companions, associated with the un-
fortunate Polish lady, whose pure
mind had never been poisned by a
vulgar word, and whose quiet happi-
ness had not heen disturbed by any
prospect of misfortune, until a single
letter, 0i act of charity to an exiled
countryman, brought heriuto misery.
Pressing against the young girt whose
sole offence consisted in being the
unfortunate offspring of a mothersent
to Siberia, might be secn the infu-
mous hag who had habitually decoyed
young girls to rain, in whose soul
every spark of womanhood bad long
been extingnished. Aud these peo-
ple were called upon to marry ;. and
one hour was granted them in which
to become acgnainted and  assorted !
Sir, you will now. perbaps compre-
Lend my emotion in reiating this
shocking business ! =

«] consider it tbe most shocking
and at the same time the most curi-
ous outrage which has ever been com-
mitted.”” The “forced’”” man paused,
a deadly pallor suffused his couante-
nance, and his agitation was great.
The young hostess appeared perfectly
gtunned, whilst Reb Russian, the
coachman, bent his head in evident
compassion. : -

After a while M. - Walerian con-
tinued in 2 calmer mood. * “It must
certainly have been an entertaining
spectacle to notice  the bebavior of
thig ill-assorted people at that trying
hour. Even the barefaced monster
on his raised dais betrayed a feverish
excitement : ic wenld suddenly jump
from his “chair, and again recline,
playiog the while vervously with his
fingers. I am bardly able to describe
the details, being not altogether un-
biased at this dreadful hour.

“I only know we stood at first in|
two distinct groups, and for the first
few moments after the official an-
nouncement, not a glance was ex-
changed between the {wo sexes,
much less a word spoken. A deep
silence reigned in the rocm, a death-
like stillness, varied only by an oc-
casional deep sigh, or a nervous
movement. The mioutes passed,
certainly not many, but they seemed
to me an eternity !

«Suddenly a loud hoarse voice ex-
claimed, ‘Up, my lads ! here are some
very pretty mates!” We all recog-
nized the notorious theif from Mos-
cow, a haggard withered fellow, with
the ugliest face I ever beheld. He
crossed over to the women and ex-
amined in his way which would be
the most desirable partner. Here he
received an indignant push, and there
animpudent alloring glance. Others,
aguin—tiie better part—recoiled from
the approaching of the brate... He
was followed by the Baschkire, who
like a clumsy beast of prey drew
nigh, muttering incoherently. ‘I will
have a fat woman, the fattest among
them.” From his approach even the
ngliest and most impudent instiuct-
ively recoiled—this wooer was really
too hidecus, at-best only suited fto a
monkey.. The third - in .order who
came forward was the Dco-Cossac, a
pretty slender youth.- An impudent
lass jauntily met.him and fell on his
neck ; but he pushed her aside, and
walked towards the girl who had
murdered her child.-~The - Giscarded
female’muttered some insulling worde,
and hung the vext moment ow “my
own neck. "1 shook her off, and she
repeated the attempt with my - neigh-
bor, and again unsuccessfally.

‘Her example became contagious ;
presently the more shameless of the
women made an outslaught on the
men. Ten minutes later the scene
had changed. -In the centre of the
room stood a number of men and
women engaged in eager negotiation
—shoutizgaud scoulding. =Lhe par-
tieg who Dbad already agreeds#retired
to the window-uiches, and” bere and
there a man pailed - an- anfortunate
woman, making desperate efforts fo
escape from him. The females who
yet retained a spark of womanhood
crept into a corner of the room; and
in another recess were three of us—
the ex-professor, Count S., and my-
gelf.. We had instinctinctively come
together, watching with painful emo-
tion tkis frantic spectacle, not inclio-
ed participate in- it. To ! me at
least the thought of selecting a wife
bere never occurred.

« «Another half an hour at your dis-
posal, ladies and gentlemen,’ exclairn-
ed our -official tormentor; ‘twenty
minutes—yet fifteen minutes !’

I stood as if rooted to the ground,
my knees trembled, my- agitation in-
creased, but I remaized motionless.
Indeed, as often as I heard the un-
pleasant voice of the official, the
blood rushed to my head, but 1 ad-
vanced not one step. My excite-
ment increased—profound disgust,
bitter despair—the wildest indigna-
tion which perhaps ever pierced a
poor human heart. “No,” I said; ‘I
must assert the dignity of my man-
hood !’ 1 was determined not to make
the selection of a wife under the eyes
of this man. Another impulse 1
could hardly suppress—viz.: to throw
myself upon this imperial delegate
and strangle him. Aund if I finally
abstained from an aét of wviolence, it
was because I yet loved life, and
wished not to end it on the gallows.
Sir,” continued M. Walerian, ‘the
source of great misery on earth is
this overpowerivg instinct of self-

preservation ; without it I should be |

freed this day from all my misery.
Thus I stood, so to speak, at bay iun
my corner, using all my efforts to
subdue the evil spirit within me. My
looks most probably betrayed me—
for when my eyes met those of the
official, I noticed an involuntary
ghudder.” A moment afterwards bhe
regarded me with a sly aod malig-
nant glance. I turped aside aud
closed my eyes on this harrass.ug
scene.

¢« “Yet five minutes ladies, and gen-

and on the left a tlemen! Those as- vet undecided

must speed themselves, and unbur-
den their heart, or I shall be compell-
ed by virtue of my office to tie them
togetber. And although I shall do
so conscientiously, aud to the best of
my knowledge, there is this risk—
that you engage in a marriage of
mere convenience, instead of one of
frec choice and inclination.’

‘Though my agitation reached its
climaz, I made no move. J consid-
ered myself an accomplice in this  is-
graceful outrage, if I within the allot-
ted five minutes declared my heart
and made a choice. Bul another
thought flashed across my mind: ‘I
may still be able to prevent the worst.
Who knows with whom that rascal
may couple me if I remain altogether
passive? Choose for yourseif!’—I
I mude a step forward—a mist seem-
ed before my eyes—my heart beat
wildly—1 staggered, I.sought figures
in order to distinguish and recognize
myself. -

‘Sir, éxclaimed the mnarrator with
a sudden yell, “what scenes did I see
there? 1 am no coward, but I—I
date not ventare to speak of it. Thus
I moved forward; bavdly two min-
utes passed, but days would not suf
fice to relate what passed during these
terrible moments through my heart
and brain. I noticed ina corner a faint-
ing woman, ayoung aund delicate cre-
ture. 1 learnt afterwards that sbe was
an orphan child, bern of a dissclute
woman in a penal settiement. A
coarse fellow with cunning eyes bect
over her, endeavoring to raise her
from the ground. I suddenly pounc-
ed upon the fellow, struck him a heavy
blow, and carried the unconzcious
woman away as if a mere child. I
determined to defend her to the last.
Bat no rescue was attempted, though
the forger shook his fists at me, but
had seemingly not the courage to ap-
proach nearer. Gazing about him,
apother female embraced him, a re-
pulsive woman. Ile looked at. her
somewhat abashed, but soon submit-
ted to her caresses.

. “’Ladies and gentlemen! the allot-
ted hour has paesed,’ said the official.
‘T must beg the parties to come for-
ward zad make known to me their
choice. This may be repugnant to
some of you, but my duties prescribe
it. I especially request the gentle-
men in yonder coiner to advance’—
pointing to myself and the forger. I
clenched my fists involuntairly, but
stepped forward with the fainting
woman.  ‘Cossacks, keep your ‘Kant-
schu’ in readiness,’ said the official to
the guard which surrounded -him.
Tarning first to me, he said: ‘And
are you, sir, resoived to cairy the
woman you now hold.in your arms,
nct only in this room, but through
life?” 1 nodded assent. ‘And. what
have you to say, damsel ? The poor
creature’ was as yet unconscious.
‘She is in a swoon,” I replied. ‘In
that case I.am sorry,” continued the
official, ‘to have to refuse in his
Majesty’s name my conseni to your
union. In the iuterests of humanity,

1 require .an audible yes from all

partics. 1 have: watched attentively

the whole proceedings,” contined ihe
official—‘not from mere curiosity, but
partly as a duty, and partly out of
pure sympathy—and I can assure you,
sir, without disparagement to your
claims, that the choice of the young
lady you now hold in your arms -fell

nct upon you, but upon the. gentle-

mau yonder,” pointing to the forger.

‘It was probably the excess of happi-
ness at this selection - which caused

ber fainting.  For you there is wait-
ing an adequate- recompense—that
ripe, desirable beauty who now onuly

reluctantly holds the -arm ef yoar

rival. Tlerefore, changez, Messie-

urs !’ ‘Scoundrel I’ I exclaimed, and

advanced to seize him. - But erec I

could lay hold of Lim, a fearfcl blow

on my head ~strefched® me stunned

and-bleeding to the ground. When

I had somewbhat recoveted, our _mar—|
riage procession was in prcgress of!
formation. - The woman whom the
official Bad assigned to me Eneit at
my side, bathing my head;, endcavor-
ing to revive we: ‘1 like you,” she
observed, ‘and will treat yon well.’
Shie raised me o my feet, . claced her
arm iu :mine, and pusbed me in the
ranks of the procession, which moved
glowly towards tue church.- Un our
road a heavy hand seized me sudden- |
Iy by the collar. - ‘Brother,” granted
a coarse voice in my ear, ‘your stout
woman tekes my fancy. Will yon
change with me ? Mine is cerlainly
less corpulent, but younger in years.” |

-1t was the man bebind me—the!
Baschkire. The female whom he
dragged along was a learn;, ugly, dark-
complesioned woman swooning or
near 2 swoon. An expression of un-
utterable despair overspread her fea-
tures, rendering them, if possible yet
more ugiy. ‘A woman who can sul-
ferso intensely as this one uuques
tionably does, cannot be without a
heart—is not altogether depraved, no
matter what cause brought her here.’
These: reflections detcrmined me.
‘She is preferable to the woman at my
side. Done! 1 whispered to the
Baschkire. Just crossing the thres-
hold of the church, a momentary
pause ensued, during which we effect-
ed the exchange ; not without a mur-
mur, however, on the part of my io-
tended wife. Bunt the Baschkire
kept her gniet; and a closer inspec- |
tion of her new partuer ceemed to
satisfy her. The poor woman I led
forward seemed . hardly aware of the
exchange, she was so entirely absorb-
ed in her grief. We were married.
The official only afterwards becamc
aware of what had bhappened, but
could not now undo it. But I had to
sufier for it—terrible was the puhish- !
ment.’

Not anvther word was utiered by
the unfortuvate man. Quite over-
come by the recital of his cruel fate,
he suddenly atose and left the house.

On accouut of the approach of the
Jewish Sabbath, my coachman urged
on our journey. Half an hour later,
we passed the lonely and dessolate
hostelry of poor - M. Walerian, _the
exile of Siberia, who owed 8o much
to imperial clemency.—¥. A. 8., in
Belgravia.

There is no true repcnta.nce without
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Mr. Boecher’s a.

DESCRIBED BY MARE TWAIN.

Mark Twain bas written of Mr.
Beecher’s farm on the Hudson river
as follows:—Mr. Beecher's farm con-
sists of thirty-six acres, and is carried
on on scientific priciples. He never
puts in a plant or a erop withont consalt-
iog his book. He ploughs, and reaps,
and digs, and sows, according to the
best authoritics, and the uuthoritics cost
him more than the other farming im-
plements do. As soon as the ijibrary
is complete the farm will be = profitable
investment. DBut book farming has iis
drawbacks. Upoz one occaston, when
it scemed worally certain that the
hay ought to be cat, lbe bay bock
could not be fourd, and beiore it

was found it was too late, aad the hay
Beecher raises!

was all spoiled. DMr.
some of the best érops of wheat iz the
couviry, but the unfavoorable diference
between the cost of producing it and its
market value after its produced. basin-

terfered cousiderably wiih its suceess:

as a commercial enterprise. His spe-
cial weaknesss is hogs, however. He
considers hogs the best game a farm
produces. He buys the crginal pig for
§1 50, and feeds him $40 worth of
corn, nod then sells him for about §9.
This is the only crop be ever makes
any money on. He loses on the corn,
but he makes $7.50 on the hog, He
docs not mind this, because he never
cxpects to make anything oo cern.
And, any way it turns out be has the
escitement of raising the hoz, whether
he gets the worth of him or not. His
strawberries would be a comfortable
success if the rolins would eat turnips
but they wou’t and bence the difficulty.

One of Mr. Beecker's most harassing
difficalties in kis farming operations
comes of the close resemblazce of the dif-
ferent seeds and plantsto -..b other,
Two years ago his farsightednes+ warned
him that there was going to be = scarcity
of watermelons, and therefore he putina
crop of twenty-seven acres of that frait.
But when they came up they turned
out to be pumpkins, and a dead loss was
the conscquence. Sometimes a portion
of bis crops goes into the grovad the
most promising sweet potatoes, and
come up the meanest carrot3—though I
pever heard him express it just in that
way. When bo bought bis farm he
found one egg in every hen's nest on
the place. He suid that was just the
reason s0 many farmers failed ; toey
scattered their forces too much. Con-
centration was the idea. So he gath-
cred those .egzs together, and put
them all under oze experienced old
hen. That heo roosted over that con-
tract nizbt and day for eleven wecks,
under the personal supervision of Mr.
Beecher bimself but she could not
‘phase’ thesc eggs Why? Because
they were those infamous porcelain
things which are used by ingenions aud
fradulent farmers as ‘nest eggs.” DBut
perhaps Mr. Beccher's most disastfous
experience was the time he tried tc
raise an immense erop of dried appies.
He placted §1,500 worth, bat never
one of them sprouted. He bas never
beea able to understand to this day what
was the matter with those apples.

Mr. Beecher’s farm is pot a triumph.
Tt would be easier on him if he worked
it on shares with some ane, but he-can-
not find anybody who is willing to stand
half the ezpense, and not many that
are able. Still persistence in any case
is"bound to“succeed. - He was a very
ioferior farmer. when he . first Began,

but a prolonged .and unfiching assult |-

upoa -his agricultaral difficulties bas had
its effect at last, and he is now fast ris-
ing from aflacnce to paverty

How E'dison.-m:ade_ a Bug.

A correspordent tells the following
story of Edison: One of my lctters

reformation of life.

spoke of the possibility of utilizing the
present gas pipes by rucaiog the elec-
tric wires through them. ‘How is this

| wonderful Edison going to get his wires

throngh the pipes, L should. . like to
know ¢ asked an _ unbeliever. . Edisoa
thought it over..

“TWhy, see here, Johoson ! he ex-
claimed the wext morning, ‘I'll makea
bug:that will drag a ‘wire throagh all
the pipes in New York.’

Make a bug !’ said Johnson, ‘what
in the world are you talkiug about ?.

‘Well, Il make = bug,’ said Edison ;
‘an iron bug that will go where you
send it and drag a wire after it.’

His assistants drew around while he
described his coming or rather, bis
zoing—bag. Next day he batched ‘a
rude specimen of that insect as large a8
a coat button. Aad it stood cut on
the table and crawled. . ‘

It was copstructed thus: A misate
electro-magact carried behind it a fin-
insclated wire, the armature of the
magrct operating a frietion pawl. Now,
observe—every time the cireait is close
ed through the magnet the armatareis
attracted, the pawl clutshes the sides of
the gas pipe with its claws, and the
magnet behind is drawn toward -the
amature about a sistcenth of an iach.

When the cireuit is open, the armature ;-

reaches forward ready to take a second
step. Thus, at every closing of the
circuit the little magoet advances one
step apd drags foward the insulated
wire. This description will be perhaps
incomprehensible te non experts, but
more people know something about elec-
tricity than they formerly did; and
every telegraph operator will wunder-
stand how this iron bug reaches out its
armeture and claws and crawls around
the gas pipe. :
‘Now, con’t misunderstand this,” said
Edison; ‘it isn’t at all likely it will
ever be vsed to thread gas-pipes;
have wade it merely for fun—just to
show that I can make a first-rate bug
that will crawi around «ll by bhimself.
I shan’t make a cockroach, for there is
n0 necessity for any more but— By
the way I may make a toy lightning
bug some time. He could be made to
lighten easy enocgh. I wonder if he
could be made to fly’
B e —
There is a story of Solomon pot con-
tained in the ‘Book of Kings.” Two of
his court damsels had a row as to pre-
cedence. Solomon looked kindly . and
said. ‘Let the oldest go first,’ and the
two damsels embracad and went in to-
gether with entwined arms. :

-

| danger, and says ‘stop.” .Itisthe same

I|uot have 2 nice good mwa like me, did

Ancient Chinesé

A recent number of the Ceiestial
LEmpire, referring to a discovery of some
ancient graves near. Shanghai,. gives,
says Natute, an interesting account: 6f
Chinese burial in former times. - A
man of means purchased his cofin when-
he reached- the age ‘of forty: ~:He
would then have it painted three times
every year with- a species of varmish,
mized with palverized * porcelaiv—4
composition which resembled a silicate
paint or epamel. The process by
which this varnish was made has now
been lost to the Chinese. Each coating *
of this paict was of scme thickness and
when dricd had 3 metallic firmness res -
sewbling coamel. Frequeat couts of
tois, if the ewner lived long, caused the
cofin to azsume the apperance of a sar-
cophagas, with a foot or more in thick-
ness  of this  hard-stone-like shell.
After death the veins and the cavities
of the stowach were filled with< quick-
stiver, for the parpose of preserving the
body. A plece of jade would ‘then be.
piaccd iz ench nesiril and ear, and i
one haod wiile a peice of bar silver
woeld be pluced in the other hand.
The body, thus prepared was placed on
a layer of mercury within “the coffiny
toe latter was sealed znd the whole then
committed -to its last resting-place.
When some of these saarcophagi were
opeved after the lapse of centuries, the
bodics were found ia a wonderful state
of preservation; but they crumbled” to
dust on exposure to the air. The
writer weil observes that the "employ~
ment of mercury by the Cbinese of
past dynasties for the purpose of pre-
serving bodies ought ~ to form an
interesting sabject for consideration and
discussion in connectien with fhe histo-
ry of enwbalwing,and mump§ waking.”

a = -

The Inflexible in Action.

The foremost- ship in thé British
navy was present. It was posted in:
the angle formed by the obtrading “city
and the coast. Thus it lay underd
conceptratec fire, which it seemed to
dcspise. They eall it the Iuflexible,
and as it is the most-powerful fighting
ship built by tbe British a brief deserip-
tion may pot be amiss. .. Imagive a
floating castle 110 feet long and 75 féet
wide, rising 10 feet out of water; 2ad
baving above that two round tur-
rets planted diagonally at its. opposite -
corners. Imagine this castle and ~its
turrets heavily plated with ‘armor, each’
turret baving two 80-ton “guns. * Con:
ceive these gucs capable of firing,7all
four together, at an epemy. ahead,
astern or oo either beam, and io -pairs
toward every point of the compass.
Atiached to this rectangular armored
castle, but completely submerged,.every
part beieg six or seven fect. under:
water, there is 2 hall of ordinary form
with a powerful ram bow, with. twig —
screws and a submerged rudder-and
helm, Itisall incased in a wooden
structure that gives it seawortBiness,
speed and shapeliness. ‘The armor_is
two feet thick. ~Each gun _throwsa
projectile weizhicg 1,760 poands.

Bach tarret, weighing 7507 _tons, is

turned by Lydranlic machinery—the
borse power is 3,000.° When a gua———
is fired the muzzle is turned over and -
down into the deck below, where it is
loaded with ease ; then it is raised up un<-
til" in proper position for aiming.® “The
cost of this monster- ;’;iﬁr‘ojiﬁq:i’t'e’i‘-ﬂ%@?
250’000‘ s e ;.'r:..‘ Iy oy s
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12 nl saiows

If you feel an ill=will toward aoy. per-
son, go and do him a: favor, and .your
ill feclivg will vanish abonce.. -

Red, used on .a railway, sigpifies -

thing displayed oc a man’s nose. - .,
That oaly can with pfo]iffétj‘f"ﬁe'-
styled refoement which, by strengthen-
ing the-intellect, purifies- the “manners:
“TVhat is the wse of trying to:lie—
- e i - - - " Ml -
aboat it so clumsily'T says the ‘magis-- ~ <=
trate beuesolently; ‘bavent you @
ii‘;’}rer?rq o T Tt S LT ',‘._:r':i.",' N B
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T2 apposciats no pleasure uniess we
are occasionally deprived  of - them.
Restraint is the golden'raleof enjoy~ -
ment et w _
 Wheaever we drink too deeply -of
pleasure, we End a sediment at the:bot= ~
tom of the- cap, which embitters the-
draught we have quafled with-:so mack
avidity. = st

‘Waiter to member of Legislatare— -
‘Will you Lave some desert ¥ . Member
to waiter—<No, thank you; Tl takea
piece of pie.—Clincinnuii Enquirer.
Break, break, break, =

On the cold gray stones, O sea!

But the cash Ive spent on rockand rye™

Wiil never come back to me. .

What is the difference between '&
honeycomb and a honeymoon? A
boneycomb covsists in a number of
small cells, while a honeymoon is one
great sell. S T

The most favorable thing shout oar
State nominations and the coming cam-
paign, is that no one has writtea any
poetry about chem. - A few poems
would throw a damper over the whole
affair. - =N So

The New York World happily-ob~
scrves that ‘the Iodependent strength
in the South can be accurately mecas-
ured by the number of Federal offices
to be filled and the amount of serub--
women’s money to be spent.”

A youngster asked bis mother for
bread and jam, aond she, wishing to
break him of the habis, replied, ‘When ~
1 was your age I couldn’t get anything
‘o0 eab betwecn meals.” ‘But you did
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you?” That settled it—he won.. .
Piety is oot for Sandays only. bt for
all days ; spirituality of mind is not ap- - =

propriate to one set of actions and an * <
impertinence acd introsion with refer- -
ence to others, but, like the act of
breathing, like the cireulation of the -
blood, like the silent growth of the ==

stature, 2 process that may he going on
stimaltanecusly with sll our actions,—
when we are busiest as when we are
idlest; in thé churek, in the world; in
solitude, in society; in cur grief and:
in our gladness ; in our toil and in‘our
Test ; slceping ; by day, by ‘mght,—
amid all the engagements and

cieg of Z

e




